A trail for the whole
school class to enjoy
together
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Many trees grown in Britain
today were first brought here
by seafaring explorers as seeds
or tiny trees. This trail will lead
you around the formal gardens
looking at different types of
trees, their leaves, fruit and
bark.
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1. Beastly Topiary

How do trees grow?

People have been cutting topiary
sculptures from Yew trees since
medieval times. Our topiary are
chess pieces and copies of the
‘Queen’s Beasts’. These are
heraldic animals that you see on
medieval knight’s shields, helmets
and coats of arms.

Male and female
Just like us, plants need a male and female to
make more plants.
Trees usually have both male and female
flowers growing on the same tree. Either the
wind or insects take the pollen from the male to
the female. After pollination the female flower
will develop the seeds.

Which of these beasts are based
on real animals and which are
imaginary?

Be careful - trees
may look harmless,
but their seeds,
leaves, bark and
sap can irritate the
skin.

2. London Plane Tree
This tree is special because it sheds
its skin like a snake. All trees breathe
through their bark. The Plane tree
can’t wash the air’s dirt and
pollutants off, so it sheds the dirty
layer of bark instead. Take a look.
This tree has small round green fruit
which contain the seeds to grow
new trees. How would you describe
them?

Lost? Follow the map on the back

Seeds
Take a good look at a tree’s branches for
the seeds. Mother Nature has designed
them in different shapes and sizes to grow in
different ways. All seeds need to be kept
safe and need to be dispersed = travel
away from the tree to grow. Take a look
and see if you can find some of the seeds
below.
Soft fruit – are eaten by birds and animals
and the seeds are dispersed in their poo.
Hard fruit like nuts – are stored by animals
like squirrels for food, the ones they forget
then grow.
Wind power - some seeds have little wings
on them to surf the breeze to disperse.

It is really important to look after trees as they help us breath.
Trees soak up nasty fumes like carbon dioxide and breathe out
lovely oxygen which humans and animals need to live. They
also help slow down global warming. So, please treat them
with care, don’t swing on the branches or damage them.

Give a tree a hug
Our friendlier trees have smooth
huggable bark not rough bumpy.
Looking at the bark, which trees are
‘huggable’?
You can also measure around the tree
(girth) by linking hands with others. How
many people does it take?

3. Walnut Tree
This tree was probably first brought to Britain
from Asia by the Romans. This tree has a fruity
smell all over. The leaves can stain your skin
brown when you crush them, like a tanning
lotion.
Can you see any walnuts growing or fallen on
the floor? Look for green or brown outer or
inner shells keeping the walnuts safe
inside. These offer long-term
storable food for animals like
squirrels.

Which tree is the widest?

Tree detective game
Work in groups, one person is
blindfolded and another leads them to
a tree. The blindfolded person carefully
investigates the tree by touch, (feel the
bark, branches and leaves) before
being led back to the starting point.
Can they find the tree again when the
blindfold is taken off?

Be safe.
Please keep away from the river edge,
wild birds and animals. Some people are
allergic to trees, keep a look out for
allergic reactions.

4. Copper Beech Tree
Beech trees have been growing in
Britain since prehistoric times. They
get their name from the purple
colour leaves.
How tall do you think this tree is?

5. Macedonian Pine Tree

How high is that tree?

Pine trees have been growing in
Britain for thousands of years,
but this type came from
Northern Europe where it is now
quiet rare.

Here are some fun ways you can find
out.

It has extremely sticky glue like
sap that is used in industry, don’t
touch or you could be stuck
forever. Look and smell this
tree, it should be familiar to you,
especially in December?

6. Red Oak
Oak has been used to build houses, boats and tools for
thousands of years. This Red Oak comes from North
America where its leaves turn red in autumn.
Do you recognise the seeds on this tree? They are called
acorns. It takes two years for acorns to grow and turn
from green to brown. You might see empty acorn cups
on the floor after animals like ducks, pigeons and squirrels
have eaten the seed. Take a look.



Get someone to stand next to the
tree, if you stood lots of them on top
of each other until they reached
the top of the tree. How many
would it take?



Look upside down between your
legs and move forwards or
backwards until you can see the
top of the tree. Count how many
steps it is to the tree trunk. This is how
tall the tree is.



Do the same with this ruler. Walk
away from the tree until it fits within
the ruler here, measure the person
next to it using the same ruler in the
same place. Ask the person how tall
they are and then work out how tall
the tree is.
Which is the biggest tree that you
can find at Hall Place?
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